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By Sara Archibald 

 

 

Michelle is 44 years old, but does not look a day 

over 30.  She wears a bright smile almost as well as her styl-

ish clothes and coiffed hair.  She was born in Newark, NJ, 

but grew up in Baltimore, MD.  She never received her high 

school diploma because she was always getting in trouble, 

transferring schools, and falling behind.  Michelle said, “my 

behavior stopped me from receiving my diploma.”  





Baltimore Reads helped Jamar Hunter turn his 

life around. Once arrested and now earning both a 

paycheck and a GED, Jamar epitomizes redemp-

tion. Without a present father-figure in his youth, 

he didn’t have strong role models to show him 

how to be a good man. Now he’s the kind of posi-

tive role model for young men that he didn’t have 

growing up.  

 

Since his father was not around much, Jamar developed anger and 

trust problems which affected him in school. He was kicked out of 

school so he took to the streets. 

 

 “The streets were really addictive. It was home,” he told me. The 

friends Jamar made on the streets became like family to him. Some of 

the guys became his father-figures and helped him overcome his anger 

issues. They’d tell him, “Don’t let it stop you.” He realized anger was 

holding him back.  

 

The streets had a negative influence on his life, too. After some jail 

time, Jamar secured probation which included attending Baltimore 

Reads to get his GED.  

 

When Jamar was still in jail, one of his brothers told Jamar he wanted 

to quit school so he could join Jamar in the street life. It really hit 

Jamar that without their dad around, since he was the oldest, his broth-

ers looked to him for how to be a man.  

 

He encouraged his brother and other young men who looked up to 





    Gladys Poole is at Baltimore Reads studying to get her GED. 

Although she loves her job as medical records clerk, she wants to 

“move on.” She seeks to have new experiences in life, specifically 

in the position of a medical billing and coding specialist. Medical 

billing and coding is an important job that involves sending insur-
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